Introduction to the Theology of John Calvin, Class 11 Nov 25, 2007

Calvin’s Institutes, Book Three

The Way in Which We Receive the Grace of Christ:
1) What Benefits Come to Us from It, and
2) What Effects Follow

Introduction

Calvin has spent the last chapters of Book Two describing Jesus Christ in his work of atonement.
In Book Three Calvin now concerns himself with the application of that atonement. In this effort,
he writes 25 Chapters, of which we will take material from about half! The title of the Book
(above) gives the plan. Calvin will describe to us the benefits that come to us from Christ’s atone-
ment, and how they are applied. Then, he will describe the effects which those benefits have on
us.

The currently planned list of topics to be covered from Book Three is:

Union with Christ Justification by Faith Prayer

The Doctrine of Faith The Judgment Rules to guide prayer
Assurance Peace of Conscience Predestination
Spiritual Conflict The Progress of Justification Certainty of Election
The Fear of God Good Works Perseverance
Perseverance Assurance

The Doctrine of Repentance The Promises of Law and Gospel
Death and Life Rewards
Holiness Freedom

Unpardonable sin
Confession of sin

Three class sessions remain to us during this School of Discipleship semester. The last class is
planned for Dec 9. We will resume our progress through the list in the Spring semester at whatev-
er point we were interrupted in the Autumn.
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Chapter]I =~ THE THINGS SPOKEN CONCERNING CHRIST PROFIT Us
BY THE SECRET WORKING OF THE SPIRIT

Sec 1. The Holy Spirit as the bond that unites us to Christ

Outline

1) Christ and all his benefits for poor sinners become ours through spiritual union with him.
Without this union, all his work would be to no avail for our salvation.

2) The work of bringing us into union with Christ is accomplished by the Holy Spirit. He is
sent:

a. To witness to Christ’s work effectually, and
b. To seal the knowledge of Christ upon our hearts.
¢. The result is faith in Christ, which we “feel” (have assurance of).

3) By this knowledge of Christ brought to us by God the Spirit, we receive the “double grace”
which is, which is deliverance from:

a. The curse [ through justification]
and

b. The bondage [through sanctification]
of sin.

All this is accomplished by the Holy Spirit, who applies to us the finished work of Christ,
a. by bringing us into union with Christ,
b. by faith.
4) God the Spirit is the “glue” or “bond” of the union we have with Christ.

By his almighty power we are brought into this union of salvation and kept in it by the Ho-
ly Spirit, who, himself becomes an intimate part of this union, since he is the “connection”
between us and Christ.

Purpose

Now, the fact that not all believe who hear the Gospel brings Calvin to magnify the internal, “se-
cret” work of the Holy Spirit as he applies the benefits of Christ to the elect. However, Calvin does
not wish at this point to emphasize the doctrine of election -- but rather the grace of God the Spirit.
Calvin wishes to show forth this vital and special work of the God the Spirit, just as he has shown
forth the special ministry of Christ in the previous Book of the Institutes.

Thus, we may come to know how much we depend on the Spirit, and on his essential work in the
economy of our salvation.
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Calvin text with notes:

/I K N aei QaNegmust now examine this question. How do we receive those benefits which the Father bes-
fits must be- towed on his only-begotten Son -y 240 F2NJ / KNAAUQa 26y LINAJDI OS
come ours. poor and needy men? * First, we must understand that as long as Christ remains outside of us,

and we are separated from him, all that he has suffered and done for the salvation of the human

We must have ~ Face remain§ useJess and of no value fgr us. TherefoAre,v to sha[e with us what he ha§ recgzived L

unionwith christ fromtheFal KSNE KS KFR 02 0S0O2YS 2dzNRA FYyR 02 RgSftf
| SIRé WILIK nYORNY IFWRyaAIH RS o B82S dsk, MBuyhiare oo w

Scripture a1 AR dgPaftediBto GASY ¢ ow2Y mMmMYMTBZ FyR (2 alizi 2y [/
Proofs all that he possesses is nothing to us until we grow into one body with him. It is true that we

We obtain this 0btain this by faith.” Yet since we see that not all indiscriminately embrace that communion
union by faith.  with Christ which is offered® through the gospel, reason itself teaches us to climb higher and to

examine into the secret energy of the Spirit, by which we come to enjoy Christ and all his bene-

But the real fits 4
worker is the '
Holy Spirit. Earlier | discussed the eternal deity and essence of the Spirit.> Now let us be content with this
The Spirit wit LI NI A Odzf I NJ LI2AYyGY ali BN | ¥ RND & & 2 tRefSpirid riialy WAtBER 6 BlJ & K

nesses to Christ. concerning him [1 John 5:6-8°], lest the salvation imparted through him escape us. For, as three

This is a reference to the argument Calvin was dealing with from scholastic theology in the immediately
preceding section of the InstituteqIf you interested, see theecond sebf notes from the last class

which were not lectured on ) Calvin views all/l Christdés work a
whit for his own.

I n view of the fact t hatemddtausyprenidusin theelastitliesjenwg on C
Christ as having provided owompletesalvation, it is clear that faith is our propegsponse.

Calvin considers the Gospel to be oOofferedd to
hearers might be el eeis foumd in theoTthree For@sadf Mnitynabidsin tHeo c t r
Westminster Standards (WCF 10:4).

While we come to know Christ by faith, this calling to faith is made real by the discriminating action of
the Holy Sirit.

5The only fit witness to Godds Grace is God

1 John 5:6-8 ° This is he that came by water and bloa,enksus Christ; not by water only, but by
water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is tfuFor there are
three that bear record in heaven, the Faththe Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.
8 And there are three that bear witness in eartthe Spirit, and the water, and the blopdnd these
three agree in onekJv

1 John 5:6-8 This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus €hrat by the water aly, but by the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one bearing witness, because the Spirit is the truth. And
there are three that are bearing withegbe Spirit, and the water, and the bloodnd these three agree

in one. Trnslated from tHeohisorPierpont Majority Te#yzantine)
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witnesses in heaven are named -- the Father, the Word, and the Spirit -- so there are three on
Subjective con-  earth: the water, the blood, and the Spirit. There is good reason for the repeated mention of
firmationofthe  § KS & (Sa i A Y2 gtéstingdy weifdel®ngravedAike A séabupon our hearts,” with the
witness. result that it seals the cleansing and sacrifice of Christ.® For this reason, also, Peter says that
Thespiritsets © Ot ASOSNE KI 0S 0SSy tobtHespiriSuyito dbadientefarsl spenkliggGfii A ¥ A O
us apartto chr-  the blood of Christé!® [1 Pet 1:2]. By these words he explains that, in order that the shedding of
ist. his sacred blood may not be nullified, our souls are cleansed by the secret watering of the Spi-
rit* For the same reason, also, Paul, in speaking of cleansing and justification, says that we
C;‘;;“tféwe " cometopossessboth?GAYYEKS 2F X wSadza / KNRad FyR Ay
édouble grace ¢ The Holy Spirit is the bond™ by which Christ effectually unites us to himself. To this, also, per-
as we are tains what we taught in the previous book concerning his anointing.
brought into
union with Christ

[N

" For Calvin, the doctrinal truth of Christianity, as it affects us personally, is abxagsienced

8 This oO0sealingdéd is an assurance o-fan&nancewvdichrise c ei v
given by the Holy SpiritFaith and assurance go together, and in many ways, in Gakém the same
thing

0Sanctification6 is a reference to beibedengset a
and to receive the grinkling of the blood (of atonement) of Jesus Christ. In this text, sanctification is a
definitive actaccomplished by the Holy Spiit the point of regeneration Progressivesanctification

during our Christian livess the fruit of this definitive sactification. Also, as Calvin has taught in the
previous sections, the blood of the atonement takes awaygtit and penaltyof sin andbreaks the
dominionof sinright now--t he 0t we anglthenerecs\we s preseénced@fer this life.

9

19 viside here is thedual grace- enablement obbedience andcleansing from the guilt andepalty of
sin

“"That is, Christds work must be applied by the I
elect).

12 Cleansin@ndjustifiction are, agin, thedouble grace

BTheHolySp i t s work is not merely to do something e
together. He hi msel f is the obondé of. He isithe link Hetevdemve e n
Christandu s, t he ohgldsthe BodywhGhristhtogether. As such the Spiribigonstituting
elementof the Union which we experience with ChrisfThis is a central doctrine in Reformed THeo
ogy. It pervades the application of redemption in all its parts, including theinlecif the Sacraments.
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Sec 2. How and why Christ was endowed with the Holy Spirit
Outline
Christ came with the Spirit, in a special way, in order:
1) To separate us from the world, and
2) To gather us unto the hope of the eternal inheritance.
The Holy Spirit is the “root and seed” of the heavenly life in us.
This is the glory of the Kingdom of Christ, as promised by the prophets [Joel 2:28].
This work is Trinitarian:
1) The Father gives the Spirit to the Son.
2) The Son dispenses his grace through the Spirit.

All who thirst are invited, and
All who come
Receive their measure of the Holy Spirit.

Christ could not be Mediator, without dispensing the Spirit, who is the channel of God’s grace, and
bond of union between ourselves and the Godhead.

Calvin text with notes:

The Spiritcame  BUL, In order to get a clearer notion of this matter, so well worth investigating, we must bear in
tosetupapart ~ mind that Christ came endowed with the Holy Spirit in a special way: that is, to separate us from
unto the hea- the world and to gather us unto the hope of the eternal inheritance.* Hence he is called the
venly life. & { LIA padictificat®rF® ¢ OH ¢ K'§ & Bet 1% Rom 1:4] because he not only quickens

and nourishes us by a general power that is visible both in the human race and in the rest of the

“Christds work is not to restore the Kingdom to
the age to come.

To oO0sanctsethpard 6i s The oOsanct i etsosapaitfom the wofld ubtdr e Sp i
God. This is the odefinitive sanctification. é

16 2 Thessalonians 2:13 **{ But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salationgh sanctification of the
Spiritard belief of the truth:

171 Peter 1:2 2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, throgghctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peacd; be mu
tiplied.
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The Trinitarian
work of the Fa-
ther, Son, and
Holy Spirit

We have assur-
ance because we
have the Spirit.

All who thirst
are invited.

All believers
have the Spirit

Christ could not
be Mediator
without adminis-
tering the Spirit

How Christ is

living creatures, but he is also the root and seed of heavenly life in us.*® To the Kingdom of Chr-
ist, then, the prophets give the lofty title of the time when there will be a richer outpouring of
the Spirit [Joel 2:28"]. XCdzNIi KSNE D2R (GKS CFGOKSNJ 3A@Sa dza
yet has bestowed the whole fullness of the Spirit upon the Son to be minister and steward of his
liberality.”® For this reason, the SpiritissometimSa OF t t SR (G KS a{ elimdsh § 2 F
GKS G{LANRG 2F GKS {2y od¢ tldzt areay a, 2dz N
ofGoddwellsinyou” . dzii AF | ye2yS R2Sa yz2i KIFIgS GKS {LJ
HenOS> KS FNRdzaSa K2LJS 2F | Fddf NBYySsglf aoS
quicken our mortal bodies, because of hisSpINA G G KI G RgStta Ay dzaé ww?2
he invites unto himself all who thirst, that they may drink [John 7:37]. And Paul teaches that the
{LANRG A& 3IAGBSYy (G2 SIOK al O02 NRA oaadwe 0ughttd KS Y €
1y2s GKIFG KS Aa OFftftSR GKS G{LANRG 2F / KNRADQ
joined in the same SpiritwitKk (G KS CF GKSNE o6dzi |faz2z FTNRY KAa
For he [Christ] would have come to us in vain if he had not been furnished with this power. In
this sense he iscalled 1 KS 4 { SO2y R | RI YS¢ JADSIA VFHPGHILIKNN {2
15:45].%2 This unique life which the Son of God inspires in his own so that they become one with

iKS a{S ém,ﬁpaul here contrasts with that natural life which is common also to the wicked. Likewise, he

I R Y®D§

The Spirit is the
administrator,
channel and
bond of the
Grace of God

Fdala GuKS rB&N OBY R T KS / KevesSat the Tamtn&ebuplifigdvid ito S €
GLI NIGAOALI GAZ2Y Ay ivikh8ut whichind dheNdn iiagte eidher thé fatiédly M o Y m n
favor of God or the beneficence of Christ; just as he also says in another pasd  3S> &G ¢ KS f
Godzf;asbeenpoured)\ yi2 2dzNJ KSFNJI&a GKNRdzZAK GKS 1 2fe& {L
5:5].

18 The Spirit givesind maintains life in all that has any kind of life, but in Christ he gives the heavenly life.

19 Joel 2:28-29 28 And it shall come to pass afterwarthat| will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, yddrroen shall dream dreams, your young men shall
see visions?® And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour oui-my sp
rit.

20 The Trinitarian order is shown. The gift of the Spirit originates with the Father, is giveis wHole
fullness to the Son, and He (the Spirit) then becomes the minister of the gifts laid up for us in the Son.

21 The Spirit dwelling in us is the bond of our union with Christ.

2 The headship of Adam, through natural generation, communicates hie s But the hedship of
Christ communicate life by the Spirit. (Rom 5:12ff)

BBy this Calvin means not only the o0feelingdé of
actuality of that love has been conveyed when it is felt.
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3 Titles of the Holy Spirit in Scripture
Summary:

Calvin: “And here it is useful to note what titles are applied to the Holy Spirit in Scripture, when
the beginning and the whole renewal of our salvation are under discussion.

The “Spirit of Adoption” [Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6]

Romans 8:15 ™ For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Galdians 4:6 ° And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, Father.

The “guarantee and seal” of our inheritance [2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:14], “to assure us that our salvation
is safe in God’s unfailing care.”

2 Corinthians 1:222 # Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God;
22\Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Ephesians 1:1:34 X in whom [Christ] also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise, ** Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession,
unto the praise of his glory.

He is “life,” because of righteousness. [Rom 8:10]

Romans 8:10 ° And if Christ bein you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.

He is the “water of life.” [Isa 55:1; 44:3; John 7:37].

Isaiah 55:19 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Isaiah 44:»-3 Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom | have chosen. % For I will pour
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: | will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and
my blessing upon thine offspring:

John 7:3739 ¥ 1 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. % He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water. *° (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

He is the oil of anointing [1 John 2:20, 27].

1 John 2:20% But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

Boyd Murrah, 2007 7

These notes are my personal opinions.



Introduction to the Theology of John Calvin, Class 11 Nov 25, 2007

1 John 2:27 # But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

He inflames our hearts with devotion, so he is called “fire” [Luke 3:16]

Luke 3:16 ' John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier
than | cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire:

He is the “spring” of heavenly riches [John 4:14].

John 4:14 ' But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

He is “Hand of God” [Acts 11:21].

Acts 11:21 2! And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto
the Lord.

“Accordingly, whatever good things are in us are the fruits of his grace; and without him our gifts
are darkness of mind and perversity of heart [Gal 5:19-21].

Galatians 5:122 * Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these Adultery, fornication, un-
cleanness, lasciviousness, & S (i O ®mBut the ¥uit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, [etc.]

Calvin: As has already been clearly explained, until our minds become intent upon the Spirit, Christ, so to

speak, lies idle because we coldly contemplate him as outside ourselves -A Y RS SRX T Nhef NB Y dza
unites himself to us by the Spirit alone. By the grace and power of the same Spirit we are made his

members, to keep us under himself and in turn to possess him.

Thus, according to Calvin, it is by the Spirit that our Christianity is made living and real. It is by
means of faith, which is the creation of the Spirit, that we are united to Christ.
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4. Faith as the work of the Spirit

Calvin:

But faith is the principal work of the Holy Spirit.

Consequently, the terms commonly employed to express his power and working are, in large measure,
referred to it [faith] because by faith alone he leads us into the light of the gospel, as John teaches: to
believers in Christ is given the privilege of becoming children of God, who are born not of flesh and
blood, but of God [John 1:12-13].

Contrasting God with flesh and blood, he declares it to be a supernatural gift that those who would oth-
erwise remain in unbelief receive Christ by faith.

(AYAEFENI 2 GKAZGRAt BHBSHDED OR yFSHERAR MR BF QF 221K KI &
to you, but my Father, who isin heavené wal GG McYMT 8 ® X2 A[yAd] &2 Tl KtAladzt Qia2 20
9LIKSaAlIYya KIR 0SSy daaSmMi3R: 6bIIKK iMBmo @D & { LIANR {

Paul shows the Spirit to be the inner teacher by whose effort the promise of salvation penetrates into
our minds, a promise that would otherwise only strike the air or beat upon our ears. Similarly, where he

alea GKFEG GKS ¢KSaattayAlya KIFOS 088y OK2ady o8
0NHzi K¢ @H ¢KS&a HYwmo GakhitselShashaothé dolircd fhdn the Sgirkt. NI/ A y 3 dza

W2 Ky SELX | Ay & Weknawithath@abidies iru ffom iR SBirlt wham he has given usé o m
W2 Ky 0 Y H n 6rgn thisivé kBadv xhat &eabide in him and he in us, because he has given us of

2

l.:.l

his Spirité oM W2 Kerefare ¢hasBLINE YA &SR (2 KA& RAAOALX S& a&aidKS

OFyy2i NBOSAODSE W2 Kegpable of Yeeeivirg) hedvély iisddmK S& YA IKG 0 S

And, as the proper office of the Spirit, he assigned the task of bringing to mind what he had taught by
mouth. For light would be given to the sightless in vain had that Spirit of discernment not opened the

eyes2 T GKS YAYRO® X tldA &2 KAIKEe@ O2YYSyRa (KS aYah

teachers would shout to no effect if Christ himself, inner Schoolmaster, did not by his Spirit draw to him-
self those given to him by the Father [John 6:44; 12:32; 17:6].

John 6:44 “* No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and | will raise
him up at the last day.

John12:32 * And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto me.

John 17:6 ° | have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

We have said that perfect salvation is found in the person of Christ. Accordingly, that we may become
LI NI I 1 Séldaptiz2sTs inkthie Hody Spirit and fireé @[ dz] b8ingingYisinto&hE light of faith in
his gospel and so regenerating us that we become new creatures [2 Cor 5:17]; and he consecrates us,
purged of worldly uncleanness, as temples holy to God [1 Cor 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:21].

1 Corinthians 6:120 *° What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which isin
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? *° For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

2 Corinthians 6:16ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.

#Here,and in other places where the subject influence of
sciousness of the presence of the Spirit with faith.
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Ephesians 2:122 ¥ Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God; * And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone ?! In whom all the building fitly framed together gro-
weth unto an holy temple in the Lord: ? In whom vye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.

Appendix

It is very notable, when Calvin writes that “perfect salvation is found in the person of Christ,” and
especially that we only receive this salvation as Christ “baptizes us in the Holy Spirit and fire,”
that his doctrine is very New Covenant oriented. One might ask, What about the Old Testament
saints? How can it be that salvation, which in effect only comes at Pentecost, yet was possessed in
principle by God’s saints from the very beginning of the promise?

We should remember Calvin’s consistent teaching, which was reviewed in earlier lessons on Cal-
vin’s “Covenant Theology,” that Calvin is totally Christ centered in his doctrine of the covenants.
Therefore, I think Calvin’s position, and the emphases of his theology on these points, warrants the
following statement:

When Calvin looks to the Old Testament, the saints are with us, the fathers are ours, the promises
and all the virtue of God’s Word are for us -- forever, and the Covenant is ours.

When Calvin looks to the New Testament -- everything is new. This is what the doctrine of the
Old Covenant pointed to. Salvation only really comes by Christ and the New Covenant, and the
outpouring of the Spirit associated with this covenant (at Pentecost).

This position might be epitomized this way:

Hebrews 11:3%40
% And these all [Old Testament saints],
having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise:?
“% God having provided some better thing®’ for us?
that they, without us, should not be made perfect.

With us, then, those ancient saints are made perfect (posthumously) in the glory of Mount Zion.

25 Faith meangaith in the promise

% Means that they didot receive thefulfillmentof the promise.
The Obetter thingo6 is the New Covenant.

2 We have receivedhe ultimate inheritance of God through the New Covenant.
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