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The Atonement of Christ, part 2

The Imputation of Christ’s Obedience

Introduction

In this serieswe arereviewingCa l vi n6 s t e ahe donimggacrifice af @hristd iThe currently
planned outline for this series is shown below. Notice that we skip the week of Nov 11, due to a Con-
gregational Meeting that day at 10 AM.

Book Il, Chapter XI¢ How Christ Has Fulfilled the FunctiorR&fdeemeto Acquire Salvation for Us.
Here, Also, His Death and Resurrection Are Discussed, as Well as Hi:mAgcent |
to Heaven
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_ , . , vy -Chiist,(10/28/2007)
B. The effects of the obedience and death of Christ7 H today (11/04/2007)

No class- congregational meeting at 10 AM (11/11/2007)
C. Explanation bthe doctrine of the descent into hell; B2 (11/18/2007)
D. Concluding remarks sections: 18] The Judge is the Redeemer! a

19] Christ alone in all the clauses of the Creed &
Book I, Chapter XV§ Christ Rightly and Properly Said to HMeitedD2 RQ& DNJ OS [|y R {

Us
A. Christ acquired no merfor himself (11/25/2007)
B./ KNA&GQ&a YSNAG R2S&a y2i0G SEOf dzRS D2RQ& FTNBEF 3N
C. / K NJsubsiitQténwas the price of our redemption a

The Effects of the Obedience and Death of Christ

In Chap XVI, sec 5-7, of the Institutes, Calvin explains how Christ does away with our sins by his total
obedience and death.

Il n other writers one may gteieveo darmsd imgd g Dinv ana da
When this distinction is made, the t e r aotive fobedienceo customarily refers to C h r i life aictivty in
obedience to BAdOosvevibbedienceo is a refeeence
t e rpassiv@ obedienceo customarily refersto Ch r ideath@shecross. i1 Passi ve obfdien
erence to how Christ endured what was done to him, when he received our punishment.

Calvin, however, does not use these terms, though it is clear that he sees a distinction in thought and in
Scripture between how Christ lived and how Christ died. Il n fact, Calvinbds mai
that the obedience of Christ is one thing, and not to be split into separate pieces, even though the main
emphasis does | Cabvin@mevelCshyrthats tt 6hse dwehaotlhe. of Chr i st 6
the death, is willing (active) obedience, since the death would not otherwise have been profitable for re-
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demption. Calvin, therefore, viewsallofChr i st 6 s o0 b eshsimgla aferingttoadGgdear dure r
sins, while giving pre-eminence to his death.

As a result of Christds tot al obedience, Cal vi
curse (forgiveness), and mortification of our sinful nature (sanctification). It is to be noted that Calvin

does not divide up the active and passive obedience so that one part of it, the passive part, might do

away with the guilt of our sins, and another part, the active part, put positive righteousness to our ac-

count. Rather, the total indivisible obedience results in the indivisible double gift of forgiveness and

cleansing (or, justification and sanctification). Another way to say this is that the exchange of righ-

teousness and sin between us and Christ is itself indivisible.

Calvin puts it this way (Institutes, Bk 11, Chap XVI, sec 5):

Now someoneasksHow has Chrisabolished sinbanished the separation between us and Gaddac-

quired rghteousness to render God favia and kindly toward u& To this we can in general reply that

he has achieved th for us by thavhole course of his obedienc@ve and passive obedience 1y;q io hroyed

byt  dzf Q&4 GSadAyYz2yey a!'a o0& 2yYS YIyQada RAaz2®»dSRAS
SRASYOS 6S IINB YIRS NAIK(GS?2 dzaé sure Waukktenmytedodsidf L y
0KS LI NR2y GKFdG FTNBSa dza FNRY (G(KS OdaNES 2F GKS
time came, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, subject to the law, to redeem those who were under
0KS f | #&]. Thdskir his medyaptism also, he asserted that he fulfilled a part of righteousness
iNobSRASYyGte OFNNEBAY3 2dzi KAA Cl (KB KB tne @eivhé kogkR Y Sy (i
on the form of a servante began to pay the price of liksion in order to redeem ugctive dedience

yOS
Iy
t

Yet to define the way of salvation moexactly Scripture ascribes this 885 Odzt A I NJ F YR LINR LIS N
death[Passive obediendgy | § RSOt F NBa (KIG aKS 3L FS Kledche A TS iz
GKFG o/ KNRAG RASR FT2NJ 2dzNJ aAyaé ww2z2Y nYHpB D W2 Ky
arAya 2F GKS g2NIRZé F2NIKS 41 a aiKS [FYdo 2F D2RE
are freely justified through theedemption which is in Christ, because he was put forward as a réconc

f SNIAY KAd pB®P2R{ADPBIXNASYHm2 S XINBR XNB2UW2EUIGATASR X0 &l |
RSIiK®é Mm@B2Y '@YPYY GC2NJ 2dzNJ al 1S KS siki@engftSe y2
0S02YS (GKS NARIKGS2dzay S a the renfaindereoRtkdeéobedience that Mé ma¥ H M & ®
fested in his life is not excludedPaul embraces it all from beginning to gatf'e and passive obediege o | §

emptied himself, takingthetdy 2F | aSNBIFIydzX X FyR glta 20SRASyd 0
2y | ONER a8h éAnddrulykesken in de¥th itself higilling obediencds the important thingoe-

cause a sacrifice not offered voluntarily would not héwehered righteousisgleVe" Nis passive obedience was

ave] ¢ KSNBF2NBS oKSy GKS [2NR (SadATASR GKFdG KS af !l .
I RRSRX 4ab2 2yS (F1Sa AG FTNRY YS¢ wW2KY MnYmy®8d 1
sheaer was dund ¢ L 3Akts §38].YAndlthe Gospel history relates that he went forth and met the

soldiers [John 18:4], and that before Pilate he did not defend himself, but stood to submit to judgment

[Matt 27: 12 14. Not, indeed, without a struggléor he had taken upon himself our weaknesses, and

in this way the obedience that he had shown to his Father had to be tested! And here was no common
evidence of his incomparable love toward us:weestle with terrible fear and amid those cruel te

mentsto cast off all concern for himself that he might provide for us. And we must hold fast to this: that

no proper sacrifice to God could have been offered unless Christ, disregarding his own feebings, su

AAAAA
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only in sacrifice and cleansing by which sins are expiatedare duly directed thither; and for dke
substance of life is set in the death of Christ

This | ast comment I ndlithsat es sGawvitm@s Ehrpecs dsi
sacrifice and cleansing for sin, which would take all the guilt, punishment and power of sin away. No

|l esser doctrine can satisfy the conscience, f o
Chri st 6s gift and what the Father really require

Calvin goes on to tell the story of Christ before Pilate. It is clear in the telling that Pontius Pilate is a

kind of figure of God himself. From this courtroom scene Calvin draws evidenceforChr i st 6 s t ak
punishment, though he was not guilty. Cal vi nés i ntent is clear. The
substituted for ungodly sinners in his death, actually taking their punishment, though he was not guilty.

His condemnation and death was not simply to show divine sympathy for us -- though he did do this.

Nor was his condemnation and death to merely have a good moral influence upon us, though it does.

Nor was Christds death only to skdpumshli@EGBowndesindi spl
order to maintain the righteousness of his government. Nei t her was Chri st 0is dea
umph over the devil and all powers ofevil,alt hough it certainly is. No .
these things, was more. He endured all the divine punishment that was due to us, in order that we might

know the love of God in him. And, we can be comforted that the evil continually evident to us in our

own sins, and which by its filth and repetition must disappoint us increasingly every day for our whole

lives,? has been dealt with before God by a real satisfaction. The death of God the Son has power great-

er than all our sin. Calvin:

To take away our condemnation, it was not enough for him to suffer any kind of deatmakesatis-
faction for our redemption a form of death had to be chosen in which he might fréé lsth by trans-
ferring our condemnation to himse#fnd bytaking our guilt upon himselt If he had been mudered by
thieves or slain in an insurrectidoy a raging mob, in such a death there would have been no evidence
of satisfaction. But when he wasraigned before the judgment seat as a crimjraaicused and pressed

by testimony, ancdcondemned by the mouth of the judge to diewe know by thes@roofsthat he took

the role of a quilty man and evildaerHere we must note two things that had been foretold by the
oracles of the prophets, and which greatly comfort and confirm our faith. When we hear that Christ was
f SR FNRY (KS 2 dznd Safged hethder thidves, we Pdsdeds Ihe fulfilment of the
LINELIKSOe (2 ¢6KAOK (KS éckbhed antohghthie GrandeSEBMMaIBIR28; ol S 4 |
Isa 53:12].Whyso? Surely that he miglalie in the place of the sinnenot of the righteousr innocent

man. Fohe suffered death not because of innocence but because of ®mthe other hand, when we

'1f Christ did not truly propitiate the Fathero6s wrath
them against you? But, the Christ who died to take the entire punishment for your sins is a real deliverer!

The sense of the sinfulness of sin increases, not lessens, with progress in the Christian life. Real progress may mean less
sin, we pray, but it certainly means an ever greater sense of the sinfulness of sin. This must be matched by an ever greater
sense of the poweortheoefwillhapéacs.t 6 s at onement

®Our Acondemnationd is the judicial sentence against us
Adam), isreversed. Thegufi | t 0 i s the moral state of having been fou
the death sentence reversed, but so is the preceding guilty verdict. Your sins? In Christ, legally and morally, it is exactly
as if you had never done them!

Boyd Murrah, 2007 3
Opinions are my own.



Introduction to the Theology of John Calvin, Class 9 Nov 4, 2007

hear that he wascquitted by the same lips that condemned hffar Pilate was more than once o

pelled to give public testimony tois innoc@&ce[Matt 27:23)), there should come to mind the utterance

of another prophet: that he repaid what he did not st¢Bk 69:4] Thus we shall behottle person of a

sinner anevildoerrepresented in Christyet from his shining innocence it will at the satime be d-

vious thathewa® dzZNRSY SR ¢ A (1 K I v 2 (i KS.NJe theréfokeysuffeidd uid& Rontiuk | y K A
tAfLFGSE FYyR o0& (KS 3 2@BRdad2anNddicrirgdinblgyetdado £ forhéwas Sy OS¢
declared righteous by his judge @iie same tm& ¢ KSy tAf 0SS FFFANVSR GKI G
complairt in himé [John 18:38]. This is our acquittal: the guilt that held us liable for punishment has

been transferred to the head of the Son®bd[Isa 53:12] We must, above allemembe this substiti-

tion, lest we tremble and remain anxious throughout kif¢ & A F D2RQ& NAIKGES2dza @S
Son of God has taken upon himself, still hung over us

Calvin comments that there is no real feelingofas sur ance apar bhunderrtheponisichr i st
ment for our sins. He really means: Those who can feel satisfied with an atonement of lesser value than

C h r issbstitdt®n for our punishment have too light a knowledge of their own sinfulness, and have

not sufficiently pondered the Judgment Seat of God. No other doctrine of atonement but that which
gives full Afsatisfactiono t qgivetolr eonssiences pehce befére Go d
God.

In his exposition taken from the Creed Calvin goes on to buttress his case that the death of Christ on the
Cross propitiat esCalyirs@apiXksecibes) Godds wrat h.

¢KS FT2NXY 2F [/ KNRaAGQa RSFGK Ff&a2 SYO02RASA&Euhan & Ay 3 dz
opinion buto6 & RS ONK S ppaut 2D:23R Béncefviters Christ is hanged upon the cross, he

makes himself subject to the cursédt had to happen in this way in order that the whole cursehich

on account of our sins awaited us, or rather lay upon-ugight be lifted from us, while it was tran

ferredto him.

Calvin goes on to describe the Hebrew word for sin offerings in the Law, and how that word is used by
the prophet Isaiah, in Chapter 53, to describe the sacrifice of Christ. He then continues:

The Son of God, utterly clean of all fault, nevertissléook upon himself thehame ande&proach of our
iniquities, and in returnclothed us with his purity It seems that Paul meant the same thing when he
saysofsing | S O2 y RS Yy S Ré[Rok §:3]. Xhé Fathedestrdyed3hie force of simhen the

curse of sin was transfei® (12 / KN & ( Q3§ is hé Bearfing of this Sadg:>Christkvdsyo
fered to the Father in death as an expiatory sacriftbat when hedischarged all satisfaction through

his sacrificave mightcease to be afraid dd2 RQ& 6B I K G A& Of SI NJ gKI G (GKS
YSIyayY dac¢ ki on[hinNdR iniguitysof us @l[lsa 53:6). That is, he who was about to cleanse

the filth of those iniquities wasovered with them by transferred imputatign X, nfhist noude-

stand that he fell under a curse that overwhelmed him; rathdan taking the curse upon himselfhe
crushed, broke, and scattered its whole forcddence faith apprehendan acquittal in the conderas

tion of Christ a blessing in his cues Paul with good reason, therefore, magnificently proclaims the tr
umph that Christ obtained for himself on the cross, as if the cross, which was full of shame, had been

* Only if Christ has taken our punishment, can we be sure that we wil/| noet face
ment will do.

® Hence, he means, it cannot come against us!
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changed into ariumphal chariot C2NJ KS ale&a OGKIF G dvitenNabnd hicl I A £ SR
stood against uX and disarmed the principalitie$ y R YI RS | LJdzo f JGOI 234153].Y LX S 2 -
X .dzii GKIFG GKS&aS GKAy3a vYre GF1S NR2G FANNYEE | yR
constantly in mind. For weould not believewith assurancehat Christ is our redemption, ransom, and

propitiation unless he had beensacrificial victind @®® / KNA & (i Q dnotdiySaRa gatista 2 R & S N.
tion, but also ag laver to wash away our corrupti¢Bph 5:26; Titus:3; Rev 1:5f.

Calvin now begins to argue that Christ not only delivered us from the legal bondage of guilt and con-
demnation, but also broke the active power of sin within us (Chap XVI, sec 7):

X o/ KNAaiQae LJzZN1LIZAS 61 & dahlinkwha had tkeNaBwirbKdedthSthatik KS Y
the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of deatbrevsubject to lifelong bondagdHeb 2:14
15]. This is the first fruit that his death brought to.us

Theda SO2y R ST TS O updrifus is Eilslkdy aul MedticipRtsr- il iK his deatmortifies our
earthly membersso that they may no longer perform their functions; andilts the old marin us that
he may not flourish and bear fruit/ KNRA &G Q& o6 dzNAFf KIFa (GKS aginitS STF S
FNBE O0dz2NASR gAGK KAY (2 aiAyo ¢ KS | LsRintiefikeness 8fF OK S a
his deatlf [Rom 65 YR a0 dzNASRY s K& R|budGd HKFarAgoe KAa ONR.
has been crucified to us, and we K 8 ¢ FQa2RE; 6:14]that we have died together with hifiCol

33 i KS&aS adGlGSySyida tldAf y2i 2yteé SEK2NIA dza G2
that there inheres in it an efficacy which ought to be manifest in all Christiamiess they intend to

render his death useless and unfruitful.

¢ KSNBEF2NBESZ Ay [/ KNkobld BessingsSet fokh fdr ysRo edjoyiibekatioh from the
deathto which we had been bound, amdortification of our flesh

Calvin is here teaching that our sanctification not only should follow in our Christian lives as a fruit of
the grace of God, but that this sanctification is actually finished for us and fully provided for in the
atonement itself. It is guaranteed. It will be applied by the Holy Spirit. It will be consummated in the
resurrection.

® Ccalvin mentions the fAdoubl e ghroaoue thednstitues. TFhe indiwisibleddbem | d o e
g r a oat twadseparable and individual graces, is 1) cancellation of the debt of sin, and imputation of righteousness, and
2) moral cleansing, through the gift of the Holy Spirit. This will be explained in more detail in Book 111, Chapter 1.

Our call to crucify and mortify our flesh is rooted in the finished work of Christ, who has already by his death mortified
our flesh, the active power of sin within us. Though the warfare is terrible, we are called to certain victory! We will never
be happy in our sins again, forever and ever.

Calvin speaks of willful apostasy among those who have professed Christianity.
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