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The Atonement of Christ, part 1 

Introduction 

In this short series covering two chapters in the Institutes, we will review Calvin’s teaching regarding 

the atoning sacrifice of Christ.  The outline is shown below.  In order to maintain the emphasis on the 

doctrine of the atonement (and the class schedule) certain sections are omitted.  I currently expect the 

schedule for this subject to expand to three classes. 

Book II, Chapter XVI ς How Christ Has Fulfilled the Function of Redeemer to Acquire Salvation for Us.  
Here, Also, His Death and Resurrection Are Discussed, as Well as His Ascent In-
to Heaven 

A. Alienated by sin from God, who yet loved us, we are reconciled by Christ, 1-4 

B. The effects of the obedience and death of Christ, 5-7 

C. Explanation of the doctrine of the descent into hell, 8-12 

F. Concluding remarks, containing sections titled: 18]  The Judge is the Redeemer!  and,  

        19]  Christ alone in all the clauses of the Creed 

Book II, Chapter XVII ς Christ Rightly and Properly Said to Have MeriteŘ DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
Us [6 sections] 

Book II, Chapter XVI ς How Christ Has Fulfilled the Function of Redeemer to Acquire Salvation for 
Us.  Here, Also, His Death and Resurrection Are Discussed, as Well as His As-
cent Into Heaven 

A. Alienated by sin from God, who yet loved us, we are reconciled by Christ, 1-4 

1. The Redeemer 

Point: Christ is the central focus of saving religion 

 What we have said so far concerning Christ must be referred to this one objective: 
condemned, dead, and lost in ourselves, we should seek righteousness, liberation, life, 
and salvation in him, as we are taught by that well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ no 
other name under heaven given to men ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘέ ώ!Ŏǘǎ пΥмнϐΦ   

Support:  ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άWŜǎǳǎέ ǿŀǎ ōŜǎǘƻǿŜd upon him not without reason or by chance, or by the 
decision of men, but it was brought from heaven by an angel, the proclaimer of the 
ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘΥ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ άǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎέ ώaŀǘǘ мΥнмΤ [ǳƪŜ мΥомϐΦ   

Point: The need for perseverance in maintaining focus on Christ 

 Χ  Accordingly, the moment we turn away even slightly from him, our salvation, which 
rests firmly in him, gradually vanishes away.  As a result, all those who do not repose 
[rest] in him[,] voluntarily deprive themselves of all ƎǊŀŎŜΦ Χ 
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Support: But here we must earnestly ponder how he accomplishes salvation for us.  This we 
must do  

 [1] not only to be persuaded that he [Christ] is its author, but  

 [2] to gain a sufficient and stable support for our faith,  

 [3] rejecting whatever could draw us away in one direction or another [, because, as 
Calvin has said, ƛŦ ǿŜ ƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǊ άŦƛȄέ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŘŜ ŀǿŀȅϐ. 

Calvin’s emphasis is to not allow anything, not even anything within the boundaries of 

religion, to take one’s eyes off the central focus of it all, which is Christ.  This is not an 

idle warning, even to our own selves in our own church.   

Experiential Warning: 

 No one can descend into himself and seriously consider what he is without feeling 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƘƛƳ.  Accordingly, he must anxiously seek ways and 
means to appease God -- and this demands a satisfaction.  No common assurance is 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǎŜ always lie upon sinners until they are absolved of 
guilt.  Since he is a righteous Judge, he does not allow his law to be broken without 
punishment, but is equipped to avenge it. 

Calvin makes it clear that the atonement that Christ provides is a “satisfaction” to God for 

his wrath against us -- a sense of wrath so powerful that extraordinary assurance is re-

quired to dissolve it.  The reference to the need for a satisfaction of God’s anger is 

coupled with a personal, subjective feeling that this is required.  Calvin knows that his 

view of the atonement has its enemies, and he goes so far as to say not only that the Word 

of God teaches the “satisfaction theory” of the atonement, but that a conscientious intros-

pection into our own sinful hearts also demands it.  Mere theological wrangling cannot 

escape or suppress this conviction.
1
 

2. The ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ makes us thankful for his loving act in Christ. 

Calvin’s purpose in this section is to show the importance of having a proper conception 

of God’s wrath.  This makes us more grateful for his love expressed toward us in Christ, 

and also helps us understand the nature of the atonement which he has provided.  

Some of the objections to Calvin’s teaching stem from a perceived contradiction between 

wrath and love.  Calvin addresses this first. 

Calvin: Reconciles the simultaneous presence of love and wrath toward us in God 

 But, before we go any farther, we must see in passing how fitting it was that God, who 
anticipates us by his mercy, should have been our enemy until he was reconciled to us 
through Christ.  For how could he have given[,] in his only-begotten Son[,] a singular 

                                                
1  Subjective conviction about certain things plays a large part in Calvin’s theology.  This appears to be one of them. 
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pledge of his love to us if he had not already embraced us with his free favor?  Since, 
therefore, some sort of contradiction arises here, I shall dispose of this difficulty. 

What Calvin is speaking of by using the word “contradiction” is this:  How could God 

supposedly love us and hate us at the same time?  If he loved us, why do we need a pro-

pitiation?  If he hated us, why would he sacrifice his own Son for us?  How does this 

love-hate relationship work?  Note:  There were in Calvin’s day, and are now, those who 

use this “contradiction” between the love and hate of God toward sinners to deny that 

Christ had to take our punishment.  God could just forgive, they say, truly without any 

need for penal substitution by his Son. For them, the death of Christ means something 

else. 

Calvin: ¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΥ άDƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ώwƻƳ рΥмлϐΦ  ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 
ŎǳǊǎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀǘƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦέ ώDŀƭ оΥмл, 13ϐΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ŝs-
ǘǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘΦέ ώ/ƻƭ мΥнм-2].   

Explains: Expressions of this sort have been accommodated to our capacity that we may better 
understand how miserable and ruinous our condition is apart from Christ.  For if it had 
not been clearly stated that the wrath and vengeance of God and eternal death rested 
upon us, we would scarcely have recognized how miserable we would have been 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ, and we would have underestimated the benefit of liberation. 

Therefore, Calvin concludes that we all need a healthy dose of the fear of God’s wrath for 

our sins, were we not protected by the blood of Christ. 

Calvin: CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘΥ άLŦ DƻŘ ƘŀǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǎƛƴƴŜǊΣ 
and cast you off, as you deserved, a terrible destruction would have awaited you.  But 
because he kept you in grace voluntarily, and of his own free favor, and did not allow 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǎǘǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǘƘǳǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƛƭΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ 
will surely experience and feel something ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƻǿŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΦ 

 On the other hand, suppose he learns, as Scripture teaches, that he was  

  estranged from God through sin,  

  an heir of wrath,  

  subject to the curse of eternal death,  

  excluded from all hope of salvation,  

  beyond every blessing of God,  

  the slave of Satan,  

  captive under the yoke of sin,  

  destined finally for a dreadful destruction  

    and already involved in it;  

 and that at this point  
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  Christ interceded as his advocate,  

  took upon himself and suffered the punishment that, from 

    DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΤ 2 

  that he purged with his blood those evils  

    which had rendered sinners hateful to God; 3 

  that by this expiation he made satisfaction and sacrifice duly to God the Father; 

  that as intercessor he has ŀǇǇŜŀǎŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ;  

  that on this foundation rests the peace of God with men;  

  that by this bond his benevolence is maintained toward them.   

 Will the man not then be even more moved by all these things which so vividly portray 
the greatness of the calamity from which he has been rescued? 

 ¢ƻ ǎǳƳ ǳǇΥ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŎŀƴƴƻǘΣ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ either seize upon life ardently 
enough or accept it with the gratefulness we owe, unless our minds are first struck 
ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŘǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ, we are taught 
by Scripture  

 [1] to perceive that apart from Christ, God is, so to speak, hostile to us, and his hand is 
armed for our destruction; [and] 

 [2] to embrace his benevolence and fatherly love in Christ alone. 

Calvin has said this before.  Outside Christ, God appears to be our enemy, though he is a 

worker of grace, because the threat of eternal punishment lies upon those who break his 

law.  We need to remember what his attitude toward us would be, in the end, if Christ 

were not our Savior.  But, in Christ, God shows himself to be entirely satisfied with us, 

because of the work of Christ in enduring our punishment. 

оΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳƴǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΤ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

Calvin now continues with a slightly different idea.  In the previous section, he was at 

pains to describe how God could appear to love us and hate us at the same time, and he 

attributed this to God’s motive to strike us with fear at future eternal judgment, in order 

to cause us to see and appreciate the deliverance that Christ provides, through God’s love. 

In this section he approaches the question of God’s love and hate of sinners to be based 

on a distinction within each sinner: 

Calvin:  Although this statement is tempered to our feeble comprehension, it is not said falsely.  
For God, who is the highest righteousness, cannot love the unrighteousness that he sees in us 
all.  All of us, therefore, ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ƙatred.  With regard to 

                                                
2  That is, he took away the sentence of judgment against us. 

3  That is, that he took away the filth of the corruption that led to the sentence of judgment against us. 
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our corrupt nature and the wicked life that follows it, all of us surely displease God, are guilty in 
his sight, and are born to the damnation of hell.  But because the Lord wills not to lose what is 
his in us, out of his own kindness he still finds something to love.  However, much we may be 
sinners by our own fault, we nevertheless remain his creatures.  However much we have 
brought death upon ourselves, yet he has created us unto life.  Thus he is moved by pure and 
freely given love of us to receive us into grace.  Since there is a perpetual and irreconcilable dis-
agreement between righteousness and unrighteousness, so long as we remain sinners he can-
not receive us completely.  Therefore, to take away all cause for enmity and to reconcile us ut-
terly to himself, he wipes out all evil in us by the expiation set forth in the death of Christ; that 
we, who were previously unclean and impure, may show ourselves righteous and holy in his 
sight.  Therefore, by his love God the Father goes before and anticipates our reconciliation in 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  LƴŘŜŜŘΣ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ first loved usέ ώL WƻƘƴ пΥмфϐΣ ƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ reconciles us to himself.  
But ǳƴǘƛƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎǳŎŎƻǊǎ ǳǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
remains in us, and is accursed and condemned before him.  Hence, we can be fully and firmly 
joined with God only when Christ joins us with him.  If, then, we would be assured that God is 
pleased with and kindly disposed toward us, we must fix our eyes and minds on Christ alone.  
For actually, through him alone we escape the imputation of our sins to us -- an imputation 
bringing with it the wrath of God. 

So, in the end, even while extolling the grace of God poured forth toward sinners, Calvin 

is careful to make clear that this grace is only savingly received by those whose trust lies 

in Christ alone.  Note:  Even though Calvin does not fight adversaries in any obvious 

sense in these paragraphs, he has enemies, because there are always those who deny that 

the grace of God is only received savingly through conscious trust in Christ alone.
4
 

4.  The work of atonement springs ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΤ not the other way around 

Calvin, in teaching that God’s love for sinners precedes the giving of the sacrifice of his 

Son for them, quotes an extended passage from Augustine, part of which I show here: 

ά ΨDƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ȅŜǘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΩ ώwƻƳ рΥуϐΦ  
Therefore, he loved us even when we practiced enmity toward him and committed wickedness.  
Thus in a marvelous and divine way he loved us even when he hated us.  For he hated us for 
what we were that he had not made; yet because our wickedness had not entirely consumed his 
handiwork, he knew how, at the same time, to hate in each one of us what we had made, and to 
ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜΦέ 

This concludes the main exposition of the complex relationship between God’s love to-

ward sinners, and the giving of God’s Son on their behalf, and the fact that God does also 

hate sinners, and, outside of Christ, will punish them finally and eternally.  There are 

mysteries here, and also there are those who mock these mysteries in order to introduce 

confusion into Biblical faith.  Calvin is trying to head off the influence of such ideas. 

                                                
4  By using the word “conscious” I am speaking of the normative situation, and not excluding elect infants or those mentally 

deficient. 
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Note that Calvin does not try to simplify this subject by introducing predestination, as so 

many do, so that God would love certain sinners from eternity past (and never hate them), 

and would hate certain other sinners from eternity past (and never love them), and send 

Christ to die for the sinners he had always loved but never hated, but not for the sinners 

he had always hated but never loved.   

Instead Calvin and Augustine seek to understand how God both loves and hates the self-

same sinners at the same time; or, how God can appear to be an enemy while, in love, 

giving Christ for your sins; or, how God can appear to be your enemy outside Christ, or 

in the First Use of the Moral Law,
5
 while appearing, at exactly the same time, to be a 

friend, in Christ.  All these aspects of truth just mentioned are taught in scripture, but they 

cannot be reduced to a rational philosophy, because God is God and we are not, and we 

cannot fully comprehend his ways.  However, we must believe what has been revealed. 

------------------------------  End of Class 8 ------------------------------ 

B. The effects of the obedience and death of Christ, 5-7 

This new section is used to describe the means by which Christ redeemed us, namely, his obedience and 

death. 

5.  Christ has redeemed us through his obedience, which he practiced throughout his life 

Now someone asks How has Christ abolished sin, banished the separation between us and God, 
and acquired righteousness to render God favorable and kindly toward us?  To this we can in 
general reply that he has achieved this for us by the whole course of his obedience.6  This is 
proved by tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΥ ά!ǎ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΣ so by one 
ƳŀƴΩǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎέ ώwƻƳ рΥмфϐΦ  Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜΣ tŀǳƭ Ŝx-
tends the oasis of the pardon that frees us from the curse of the law to the whole life of Christ: 
ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŎŀƳŜΣ DƻŘ ǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Son, born of woman, subject to the law, 
ǘƻ ǊŜŘŜŜƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿέ ώDŀƭ пΥп-5].  Thus in his very baptism, also, he as-
ǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴd-
ment [Matt 3:15].  In short, from the time when he took on the form of a servant, he began to 
pay the price of liberation in order to redeem us. 

Yet to define the way of salvation more exactly, Scripture ascribes this as peculiar and proper to 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  IŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘŜŜƳ Ƴŀƴȅέ ώaŀǘǘ нлΥнуϐΦ tŀǳƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎέ ώwƻƳ пΥнрϐΦ  WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ άǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

                                                
5  The “first use” of the Moral Law (e.g., Ten Commandments) is that use of the Law, not wrapped in the gospel promises, 

which condemns sin in all degrees, threatening the curse and eternal destruction on any deviation from the will of God. 

6  In other writers one may see a distinction made between the “active” and “passive” obedience of Christ.  The active ob-
edience customarily refers to his life activity in obedience to God’s will, and the passive obedience is a reference to his 

death on the cross.  Calvin does not use these words, though it is obvious that he makes the distinction, while giving pre-

eminence to the value of his death.  Calvin views all Christ’s obedience as working together for reckoning us to be righ-

teous before God.  Calvin is not found saying, for instance, that the passive obedience forgives our sins, and the active ob-

edience gives us positive righteousness. 
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ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ [ŀƳō ƻŦ DƻŘέ ώWƻƘƴ мΥнфϐΦ  Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ tŀǳƭ 
teaches thŀǘ άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ redemption which is in Christ, because he was 
Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƭƻƻŘέ ώwƻƳ оΥнп-рϐΦ  [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Χ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ 
blood Χ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ Χ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ ώwƻƳ рΥф-млϐ  !ƎŀƛƴΥ άCƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎake he who knew 
ƴƻ ǎƛƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƛƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ώн /ƻǊ рΥнмϐΦ Χ 
Yet the remainder of the obedience that he manifested in his life is not excluded.  Paul embrac-
es it all from beginning to endΥ άIŜ ŜƳǇǘƛŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ Χ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǳƴǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎέ ώtƘƛƭ нΥт-8].  And truly, even in death 
itself his willing obedience is the important thing because a sacrifice not offered voluntarily 
would not have furthered righteousness.  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άƭŀƛŘ Řƻǿƴ 
Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŜŜǇέ ώWƻƘƴ млΥмрϐΣ ƘŜ ŀǇǘƭȅ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άbƻ ƻƴŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜέ ώWƻƘƴ млΥмуϐΦ  Lƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘǎ shearer was dumōέ ώLǎŀ роΥт;  Acts 8:32]. And 
the Gospel history relates that he went forth and met the soldiers [John 18:4], and that before 
Pilate he did not defend himself, but stood to submit to judgment [Matt 27: 12, 14].  Not, in-
deed, without a struggle; for he had taken upon himself our weaknesses, and in this way the ob-
edience that he had shown to his Father had to be tested!  And here was no common evidence 
of his incomparable love toward us: to wrestle with terrible fear, and amid those cruel torments 
to cast off all concern for himself that he might provide for us.  And we must hold fast to this: 
that no proper sacrifice to God could have been offered unless Christ, disregarding his own feel-
ƛƴƎǎΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƛŜƭŘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƘƻƭƭȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  Χ But because trembling con-
sciences find repose only in sacrifice and cleansing by which sins are expiated, we are duly di-
rected thither; and for us the substance of life is set in the death of Christ. 

Calvin will go into this in much more detail in our next class! 


