Introduction to the Theology of John Calvin, Class 8 Fall, 2007

The Atonement of Christ, part 1

Introduction

In this short series covering two chapters in the Institutes, we wi || review Cal vin
the atoning sacrifice of Christ. The outline is shown below. In order to maintain the emphasis on the

doctrine of the atonement (and the class schedule) certain sections are omitted. | currently expect the

schedule for this subject to expand to three classes.

Book I, ChapterM ¢ How Christ Has Fulfilled the Function of Redeemer to Acquire Salvatlds: for
Here, Also, His Death and Resurrection Are Discussed, as Well as HisnAgcent |
to Heaven

A. Alienated by sin from God, who yet loved us, we are reconciled by Chdist, 1
B. The effects of the obedience and death of Christ, 5
C. Explanation of the dddne of the descent into hell,-82
F. Concluding remarksontainingsections titled: 18] The Judge is the Redeemexhd,
19] Christ alone in all the clauses of the Creed

Book I, Chapter X\4l Christ Rightly and Properly Said to Have MRiteD2 RQ& DNJ OS || y R
Us[6 sections]

Book I, Chapter XVIC How Christ Has Fulfilled the Function of Redeemer to Acquire Salvation for
Us. Here, Also, His Death and Resurrection Are Discussed, as Well as His As-
cent Into Heaven

A. Alienated bysin from God, who yet loved us, we are reconciled by Chriét, 1
1. The Redeemer

Point:  Christ is the central focus of savirmdjgion

What we have said so far concerning Christ must be referred to this one objective:
condemned dead, and lost in ourselgewe should seek righteousness, ldiam, life,

and salvatiorin him, as we are taught by thatwell y 2 6y al @ Ay 3 @ t S ¢
other name under heaven giventomany ¢ KA OK ¢S Ydzad o6S &l @S

Support:¢ KS Yy I YS & WS &dizdpan hidh hod witboSt fiesprsoS by chance, or by the
decision of men, but it was brought from heaven by an angel, the proclaimer of the
ddz2LINBYS RSONBS® ¢KS NBFazy F2NJ AL Aa |
OKSAN) aAyaéd waldd MYHMT [dzZ]1 S MYomB ®

Point:  The need for perseverance in maintaining focus on Christ

X Accordingly, the moment wiirn away even slightly from hipour salvation, which
rests firmly in him, gradually vanishes away. As a result, all those who depuste
[rest]in him[,] voluntarily deprive themselves all3 NJ OS & X
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Support: But here we must earnestly ponder how he accomplishes salvation for us. This we
must do

[1] not only to be persuaded that HE€hrist]is its author but

[2] to gain a sufficient and stable suppdor our faith,

[3] rejectingwhatever could draw us away in one directjpn or anothdnecauseas
Calvinhassaidh ¥ ¢S f2&S 2dzNJ aFAEE 2y ./ KNRAGS 2d

Calvin's emphasis is to not al boondariesoh yt hi
religion,totakkone’ s eyes off the central focus o
idle warning, even to our own selves in our own church.

Experiential Warning:

No onecan descend into himself argkriously considewhat he iswithout feeling
D2RQ& ¢NI GK | VR . HW&ddngly, helmbisinkicisiybebkRvayk any
means to appease Godand this demands a satisfactiorNo common assurands
NElj dzZA NERZ F2NJ Dawagdie ugadbinnésntil thel arelozdhiedSof
guilt. Since he is a righteous Judbe,does not allow his law to be broken without
punishment but is equipped to avenge it.

Calvin makes it clear that the atbGodf®rment
his wrath against us -- a sense of wrath so powerful that extraordinary assurance is re-

quired to dissolve it. The reference to the need foras at i sf act i onis of C
coupled with a personal, subjective feeling that this is required. Calvin knows that his

view of the atonement has its enemies, and he goes so far as to say not only that the Word

of God teaches the “satisfaction theaeory”
pection into our own sinful hearts also demands it. Mere theological wrangling cannot

escape or suppress this conviction.!

Thel 6| NBy S&a 2rmakdd AsRn@rikful foNdis fowing act in Christ.

Calvin’s purpose in this section is to sl
of God’s wrath. Thi s lovaekpeessed tavsard usm Cheist, g r a t ¢
and also helps us understand the nature of the atonement which he has provided.

Some of the objections t o Caohtradiction bstweene a c h i
wrath and love. Calvin addresses this first.

Cahm: Reconciles the simultaneous presence of love and wrath toward us in God

But, before we go any farther, we must see in passing how fitting it was that God, who
anticipates us by his mercghould have been our enemy until he was reconciled to us
through Christ. For how could he have gifsgim his onlybegotten Sof] a singular

! Subject i v
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pledge of his love to us if he had not already embraced us with his free favor? Since,
therefore, some sort ofontradictionarises here, | shall dispose of this difficulty.

Wh a 't Calvin is speakingctienf” b ysHowgoulds@God t h e

supposedly love us and hate us at the same time? If he loved us, why do we need a pro-

pitiation? If he hated us, why would he sacrifice his own Son for us? How does this

love-hat e relationship work? Not e: Ther e

use this “contradiction” bet ween the | ov

Christ had to take our punishment. God could just forgive, they say, truly without any

need for penal substitution by his Son. For them, the death of Christ means something

else.

Calvin ¢ KS {LIANRO dzadz-fte aLlSr{a Ay GKAA gl & A
GKSe8 6SNBE NBEO2yOAf SR (2 3INIOEKSe iRNBREH
deNﬁS i quG)\f a KS)} NJ A YAl dzA Ge 4B Id&ﬂ(;ﬁ%ﬁ%g’;%m
UNJ YISR TNRY D2R dzyuAft UKNRdJzaK-2]JKAa 02Re

Explains:Expressions of this sort have beaccommodated to ourapacitythat we may béter
understand how miserable and ruinous our conditioaggrt from Christ Forif it had
not been clearly stated that the wrath and vengeance of God and eternal death rested

upon us, we wouldscarcely have recognized how miseralble would have been
g Al K2 dzi D and ewonidhalBndlerestimated the benefit of libetion.

Therefore, Calvin concludes that we al/l N
our sins, were we not protected by the blood of Christ.

Calvini C2NJ SEI YL §3 &dz2LllJll2&aS a2vYSz2yS Aa G2f RY alL
and cast you off, as you deserved, a terrible destruction would have awaited you. But
because he kept you in grace voluntarily, and of his own free favor, and didlowt a
82dz 12 6S SaidN}yYy3ISR FTNRY KAYI KS (Kdza RS
will surely experience and fegbmething2 ¥ ¢ KI 4 KS 2¢S& (G2 D2RQ
On the other hand, suppose he learns, as Scripture teaches, that he was

estranged from @d through sin,

an heir of wrath,

subject to the curse of eternal death,
excluded from all hope of salvation,
beyond every blessing of God,

the slave of Satan,

captive under the yoke of sin,

destined finally for a dreadful destruction

andalready involved in jt

and thatat this point
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Christ interceded as his advocate,
took upon himself and sufferetthe punishmenthat, from
D2RQ& NARIK(HIS2dza 2dzZRIVYSy iz GKNBI
that he purged with his blood those evils
which had rendered sinners hateful to Gdd;
that by this expiation he madgatisfaction and sacrificguly to God the Father;
that as intercessor he hasLJLJISI 8 SR D2RQ& 6 NI (K

that on this foundation rests the peace of God with men;

that by this bond his benevolence is maintainedvard them.

Will the man not then b&ven more movedby all these things which so vividly portray
the greatness of the calamity from which he has been rescued?

¢2 adzy dzZLlY aAyOS 2 dzNJ Ké&theNgeide upbh iffe/@dérEly A y
enough or accept it with the gratefulness we owe, unless our minddimstestruck

FYR 20SNBKSfYSR 6& FSIENJ2F D2 RRaretaldght i K |
by Scripture

[1] to perceive tha@part from ChristGod is, so to speakgstile to us, and his hand is
armed for our destruction[and]

[2] to embrace his benevolence and fatherly lov€hrist alone

Calvin has said this before. Outside Christ, God appears to be our enemy, though he is a
worker of grace, because the threat of eternal punishment lies upon those who break his
law. We need to remember what his attitude toward us would be, in the end, if Christ
were not our Savior. But, in Christ, God shows himself to be entirely satisfied with us,
because of the work of Christ in enduring our punishment.

0od D2RQa 6N} GK | 3FAYyad dzyNAIKGS2dzaySaaT KA

Calvin now continues with a slightly different idea. In the previous section, he was at

pains to describe how God could appear to love us and hate us at the same time, and he
attributed this to God’s motive to strik:i
to cause us to see and appreciate the deliverance that Christ provides, t hr ough God

Inthissect i on he approaches the question of G
on a distinction within each sinner:

Calvin: Although this statement is tempered to our feeble comprehension, it is not said falsely.
For God, who is the highest righteousnesannot love the unrighteousness that he sees in us
all. All of us, thereforeK I @S Ay 2dzNB St @9S3a a2 ved Rvithregar®ts & S NID

2 That is, he took away the sentence of judgment against us.

® That is, that he took away the filth of the corruption that led to the sentence of judgment against us.
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our corrupt nature and the wicked life that follows it, all of us surely displease God, are guilty in
his sight and are born to the damnation of hell. But because the Lord wills not to lose what is
his in usput of his own kindness he still finds something to loudowever, much we may be
sinners by our own faultwe nevertheless remain his creaturesHovever much we have
brought death upon ourselves, yet he hagated us unto life Thushe is moved by pure and

freely given love of us to receive us into gracgince there is a perpetual and irreconcilabke di
agreement between righteousness and unrighiisness, so long as we remain sinners he ca

not receive us completely. Therefotte, take away all cause for enmity and to reconcile tis u

terly to himself, he wipes out all evil in us by the expiation set forth in the death of Cthast

we, who were peviously unclean and impure, may show ourselves righteous and holy in his
sight. Therefore, by his love God the Father goes before and anticipates our reconciliation in

/ KNR &l o L y RigsSl®vEd ust 0 90 892 & y K 8 Y neapr&iles uigoShimbe® (0 S N |
Butdzy G Af / KNA&G &dzOO2NE dza o6& KAa RSFGKI GKS
remains in us, and is accursed and condemned before Hitance, we can be fully and firmly
joined with Godonly when Christ joins us with himlf,then, we would be assured that God is
pleased with and kindly disposed toward uge must fix our eyes and minds on Christ alone

For actually through him alonewe escape the imputation of our sins to usan imputation
bringing with it the wrath of Ga.

So, in the end, even while extolling the grace of God poured forth toward sinners, Calvin
is careful to make clear that this grace is only savingly received by those whose trust lies
in Christ alone. Note: Even though Calvin does not fight adversaries in any obvious
sense in these paragraphs, he has enemies, because there are always those who deny that
the grace of God is only received savingly through conscious trust in Christ alone.*

4. The work of atonemerspringst N2 Y D 2 Rofthe othe? WSatound

Cal vin, in teaching that God’s | ove for
Son for them, quotes an extended passage from Augustine, part of which | show here:

G WD2R aKz2ga KAa f20S T2N dza KRB RIRRZN @f0f Iow
Therefore, he loved us even when we practiced enmity toward him and committdedviess.

Thus in a marvelous and divine way he loved us even when he hated us. For he hated us for
what we were that he had not made; yet because wickedness had not entirely nsumed his
hand[wgrk, he kne\fv how,Aat the same time,vtoAhate in each one of us what we had made, and to
f20S oKIFId KS KIFIR Yl RS®é¢

This concludes the main exposition @f th
wardsinnerssand t he giving of God’s Son on thei
hate sinners, and, outside of Christ, will punish them finally and eternally. There are

mysteries here, and also there are those who mock these mysteries in order to introduce

confusion into Biblical faith. Calvin is trying to head off the influence of such ideas.

*By usi
deficient.
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Note that Calvin does not try to simplify this subject by introducing predestination, as so
many do, so that God would love certain sinners from eternity past (and never hate them),
and would hate certain other sinners from eternity past (and never love them), and send
Christ to die for the sinners he had always loved but never hated, but not for the sinners
he had always hated but never loved.

Instead Calvin and Augustine seek to understand how God both loves and hates the self-
same sinners at the same time; or, how God can appear to be an enemy while, in love,
giving Christ for your sins; or, how God can appear to be your enemy outside Christ, or
in the First Use of the Moral Law,> while appearing, at exactly the same time, to be a
friend, in Christ. All these aspects of truth just mentioned are taught in scripture, but they
cannot be reduced to a rational philosophy, because God is God and we are not, and we
cannot fully comprehend his ways. However, we must believe what has been revealed.

B. The effects of the obedience and death of Christ, 5

This new section is used to describe the means by which Christ redeemed us, namely, his obedience and
death.

5. Christ has redeemed us through his obedience, which he practiced throughout his life

Now someonesksHow has Chrisibolished sinbanished the separation between us and God

and acquiredrighteousness to render God favia and kindly toward (& To this we can in

general reply that he has achieved this for us by wi®le course of his obedienfe This is
provedlyt | dzf Qa GSadAvYz2yey a!a o0& 2yS YI so@@oneRA 420
YIyQada 20SRASYOS 46S IINB YIRS NAIKGS2dzaé x-ow2Y
tends the oasis of the pardon that frees us from the curse of the law to the whole life of Christ:
G.dzi 6KSy (GKS FdzZ f yS&aa Soh, bamiovdman,sibdto beldv, & Sy
G2 NBRSSY (K23aS 6K2 ¢ SENBrhudzyi RiSWdy iaftiSm, &ldo,ds a wD | f
ASNISR dKIFdG KS FdA& FAEESR F LI NI 2F NAIKGS2dza
ment [Matt 3:15]. In shortfrom the time when he took on the form of a servant, he began to

pay the price of liberation in order to redeem us.

Yet to define the way of salvation more exactly, Scripture ascribes this as peculiar and proper to
/| KNA&aiQa RSIFIIK® OBSKREOEANSA (2KINBRESY FI ye ¢
GKIFG 6/ KNRad RASR F2N) 2dzNJ aAyaé ow2Y nYHp8d

*>The “first use” of the Mor al Law (,aotvgapped inTthe gospeCromises, n d me n
which condemns sin in all degrees, threatening the curse and eternal destruction on any deviation from the will of God.

® In other writersonemayseea di sti nction made bet ween t haést Thaastiviob-e” an
edience customarily referstohisliffact i vity i n obedience to God’'s wild]l, an
death on the cross. Calvin does not use these words, though it is obvious that he makes the distinction, while giving pre-
eminence to the value of hisdeath. Cal vi n vi ews al | Christ’s obediendte as \

teous before God. Calvin is not found saying, for instance, that the passive obedience forgives our sins, and the active ob-
edience gives us positive righteousness.
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gl & GKS aAya 2F GKS ¢g2NIRZ¢é¢ F2NJI KS gta aiakKS
teachesth G & 6S | NB FNB St ederBptea wHich is i8 Rhrist, kdd@useh&was K S
Lz F2NBFNR Fa F NBO2ym8d SN AYSKMBS YO t ®2RE T NI
bloodXtF yR NBO2y OAf SR X (KN2idkd K ! Kl A ake/Bd Gil@daddy 2cainhg |
y2 &aAy 61 & YIRS aiays a2z GKFEG Ay KAY 6S YAIKI
Yet the remainder of the obedience that he manifested in his life is not excluaadl embra-

es it all from beginning to end & | S SYLUWiFAZS R | FQMWaEIS GKS FT2N¥Y 27
20SRASY(d (2 GKS CI GKSNJ dzy i 2 -8R SAhdirklgeves @ 8eyith RS I (i
itself his willing obedience is the important thitmpcause a sacrifice not offered voluntarily

would not have futhered righteousness¢ KSNBFTF2NB > ¢gKSy GKS [2NR @S
KAa fAFS F2NJ KAa akKSSLX oW2KY wmMnYmp6 KS LI
GKA&a asSyasS Lal Al K al eshérerovpshdliibeé | o AKERB 8B (G o
the Gospel history relates that he went forth and met the soldiers [John 18:4], and that before
Pilate he did not defend himself, but stood to submit to judgment [Matt 27: 14 Not, -

deed, without a struggle; for he had taken uplbimself our weaknesses, and in this way the o

edience that he had shown to his Father had to be tested! And here was no comigeney

of his incomparable love toward us: to wrestle with terrible fear, and amid those cruel torments

to cast off all concer for himself that he might provide for us. And we must hold fast to this:

that no proper sacrifice to God could have been offered unless Christ, disregarding his bwn fee
Ay3asr adzoa2SOGSR FyR @&ASt RSR Bithedausitrdming o2 t f &
sciences find repose only in sacrifice and cleansing by which sins are expiated, we aiie duly d
rected thither; and for us the substance of life is set in the death of Christ

Calvin will go into this in much more detail in our next class!
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